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Ethel Broido. Cambridge, 1997. P. 443.
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Leiden, 1972. Pp. 17-22 .
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(30) Joseph, Nasrallah: Saint Jean de Damas .Sonepoque, Don Epoge, Sa Vie, Son
Oeuvre Paris : Office des Editions Universitaires , 1950 . p. 16 ; Sahas : op. cit.
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THE CHAPTER 1oo/ror OF THE DE HAERESIBUS

There 1s also the still-prevailing deceptive superstition of the Ishma-
elites, the fore-runner of the Antichrist. It takes its origin from Ishmael,
who was born to Abraham from Hagar, and that is why they also call
them Hagarenes and Ishmaelites. They also call them Saracenes, al-
legedly for having been sent away by Sarah empty; for Hagar said to the
angel, “Sarah has sent me away empty”* These, then, were idolaters and
they venerated the morning star and Aphrodite, whom notably they
called Habar in their own language, which means “great”; therefore
until the times of Heraclius they were, undoubtedly, idolaters. From that
time on a false prophet appeared among them,

surnamed Mameth, who, having casually been exposed to the Old and the
New Testament and supposedly encountered an Arian monk, formed a
heresy of his own. And after, by pretence, he managed to make the
people think of him as a God-fearing fellow, he spread rumors that a
scripture was brought down to him from heaven. Thus, having drafted
some pronouncements in his book, worthy (only) of laughter, he handed
it down to them in order that they may comply with it.

He says that there exists one God maker of all, who was neither
begotten nor has he begotten. He says that Christ is the Word of God,
and his spirit, created and a servant, and that he was born without a
seed from Mary, the sister of Moses and Aaron. For, he says, the Word of
God and the Spirit entered Mary and she gave birth to Jesus who was a
prophet and a servant of God. And that the Jews, having themselves
violated the Law, wanted to crucify him and after they arrested him
they crucified his shadow, but Christ himself, they say, was not crucified
nor did he die; for God took him up to himself into heaven because he
loved him. And this is what he says, that when Christ went up to the
heavens God questioned him saying: “O Jesus, did you say that ‘I am

! The words combined here to form the name Saracenes are Zoappa 4+
xevol(-obg) = (cast away) empty by Sarah. Actually there is not such a
dialogue recorded as having taken place between Hagar and the angel. The
“founding’ sentence of the name Saracenes refers rather to Gen. 21:10, 14
“So she (Sarah) said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave weman with her son;
..." So Abraham rose early in the morning . . . and sent her (Hagar) away”.
Contrary to what the name Saracene is interpreted to mean, Gen. 21:14
suggests that Abraham provided Hagar with bread and water for her and the
child, before sending them away.
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Son of God, and God’?”" And Jesus, they say, answered: “Be merciful to
me, Lord; you know that I did not say so, nor will I boast that I am
your servant; but men who have gone astray wrote that I made this
statement and they said lies against me and they have been in error’.
And God, they say, answered to him: “I knew that you would not say
this thing”’. And although he includes in this writing many more absurd-
ities worthy of laughter, he insists that this was brought down to him
from God. And we ask: ““And which is the one who gives witness, that
God has given to him the scriptures ? And which of the prophets foretold
that such a prophet would arise ?”” And because they are surprised and at
a loss (we tell them) that Moses received the Law by the Mount Sinai in the
sight of all the people when God appeared in cloud and fire and darkness
and storm; and that all the prophets, starting from Moses and onward,
foretold of the advent of Christ and that Christ is God and that the Son
of God will come by taking up flesh and that he will be crucified and that
he will die and that he will be the judge of the living and of the dead
alike; and when, then, we ask, “How is it that your prophet did not come
this way, by having others bearing witness to him, nor did—as in the
case of Moses, that God gave the Law to him while the people were
looking and the mountain was in smoke—God give him as well, as you
claim, the scripture in your presence so that you, too, have an as-
surance ?”’, they reply that God does whatever he pleases. “This”

we say “‘is what we also know; but how did the scripture come down to
your prophet, this is what we are asking”’. And they answer that, while
he was asleep the scripture came down upon him. Then we say to them in
jest that, (well) since while asleep he received the scripture and he did not
have a sense of this event taking place, it is on him that the folk proverb
was fulfilled .. .1 '

When again we ask them, “How i1s it that, although in your scripture
he commanded not to do anything or receive anything without witnesses,
you did not ask him ‘You first prove with witnesses that you are a
prophet and that you came from God, and which scripture testifies
about you’”, they remain silent because of shame. Since you are not
permitted to marry a woman without witnesses, neither to purchase
something, nor to acquire property—you do not even condescend to have
an ass or an animal without witnesses—you have women, and properties,
and asses and everything else through witnesses; and yet, only your faith
and your scripture you have without a witness. And this is because the one
who handed it down to you does not have any certification from any-
where, nor is there any one known who testified about him in advance,
but he, furthermore, received this while asleep. Moreover they call us
Associators, because, they say, we introduce beside God an associate to

1 The proverb does not appear in the text. Lequien suggests that this is the
one from Plato: “You are spinning me dreams’”. Cf. Chase, Saint John,
P. 155, n. 100.
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Him by saying that Christ is the Son of God and God. To whom we
answer, that this is what the prophets and the Scripture have handed

down to us; and you, as you claim, accept the prophets. If, therefore, we .

wrongly say that Christ is Son of God they also were wrong, who taught
and handed it down to us so. And some of them maintain that we have
added such things, by having allegorized the prophets. Others hold that
the Jews, out of hatred, deceived us with writings which supposedly
originated from the prophets so that we might get lost.

Again we respond to them: ““Since you say that Christ is Word and
Spirit of God, how do you scold us as Assoctators ? For the Word and the
Spirit is inseparable each from the one in whom this has the origin; if,
therefore, the Word is in God it is obvious that he is God as well. If, on
the other hand, this is outside of God, then God, according to you, is
without word and without spirit. Thus, trying to avoid making as- -
sociates to God you have mutilated Him. For it would be better if you
were saying that he has an associate than to mutilate him and introduce
him as if he were a stone, or wood, or any of the inanimate objects.
Therefore, by accusing us falsely, you call us Associators; we, however,
call you Mutilators (Coptas) of God”. )

They also defame us as being idolaters because we venerate the Cross,
which they despise; and we respond '

to them: “How is it that you rub yourselves against a stone by your
Habathan, and you express your adoration to the stone by kissing it?”
And some of them answer that (because) Abraham had intercourse with
Hagar on it; others, because he tied the camel around it when he was
about to sacrifice Isaac. And we respond to them: “Since the Scripture
says that there was a grove-like mountain and wood, from which Abra-
ham even cut for the holocaust on which he laid Isaac, and also that he
left the asses behind with the servants, from where is, then, your idle tale ?
For, in that place, there is neither wood from a forest, nor do asses travel
through”. And they are embarrassed. However they claim that the stone
is of Abraham. Then we respond: ‘“Suppose that it is of Abraham, as you
foolishly maintain; are you not ashamed to kiss it for the only reason that
Abraham had intercourse with a woman, or because he tied his camel to
it, and yet you blame us for venerating the cross of Christ, through which
the power of the demons and the deceit of the devil have been destroyed ?”’
This, then, which they call “stone” is the head of Aphrodite, whom they
used to venerate (and) whom they called Haber, on which those who can
understand it exactly can see, even until now, traces of an engraving.
This Muhammad, as it has been mentioned, composed many idle tales,
on each one of which he prefixed a title, like for example the discourse of
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The Woman, in which he clearly legislates that one may have four wives
and one thousand concubines if he can, as many as he can maintain beside
the four wives; and that one can divorce whomsoever he pleases, if he so
wishes, and have another one. He made this law because of the following
case: Muhammad had a comrade named Zaid. This man had a beautiful
wife with whom Muhammad fell in love. While they were once sitting
together Muhammad said to him: “Oh you, God commanded me to take
your wife”. And he replied, ““You are an apostle; do as God has told you;
take my wife”. Or rather, in order to tell the story from the beginning,
he said to him: “God commanded me (to tell you) that you should
divorce your wife”’; and he divorced her. Several days later he said,
“But now God commanded me that I should take her”. Then after he
took her and committed adultery with her he made such a law: “Who-
soever wills may dismiss his wife. But if, after the divorce, he wants to
return back to her let someone else marry her (first). For it is not permit-
ted for him to take her (back) unless she is married by somebody else. And
even if a brother divorces (his wife), let his brother marry her if he so
wishes”. This is the type of precepts that he gives in this discourse: “Till
the land that God gave you and beautify it; and do this and in this
manner ’'—mnot to say everything obscene, as he did.

Again, there is the discourse of The Camel of God, about which he
says that there was a camel from God and that she used to drink the
whole river so that she could not pass between two mountains because

there was not enough room for her to go through. There were people in
that place, he says, and on the one day they were drinking the water and
the camel on the next. When she was drinking the water she fed them by
offering her milk to them instead of the water. Those people, then, being
evil, rose up and killed the camel. There was, however, a small camel
which was her offspring which, he says, when her mother was killed
cried out to God and He took her up to Himself. And we say to them:
“Where was that camel from?” And they answer that (she was) from
God. And we say: “Was there any other camel that coupled with her ?”’
And they say, “No”. “How, then” we say “she gave an offspring ? For
we see that camel was without father, mother and genealogy; and when
she gave birth she was met, instead, with evil. In your story there ap-
pears neither the one who coupled with the she-camel, nor (where) the
young camel was taken up. Your prophet, then, to whom as you say God
has spoken, why did he not find out about the camel, where she is
grazing and who is milking her and drinking her milk ? Or did she also
happen, like her mother, to fall into the hands of evil men and was killed,
or has she, before you already, entered paradise and from her is going to
flow the river of milk th~t you are talking about? For you say that you
will have three rivers in paradise flowing water, wine and milk. If your
fore-runner camel is outside paradise, it is obvious that she has died out
of hunger and thirst, or that other people are going to enjoy her milk;
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and your prophet is boasting in vain that he talked with God, since there
was not revealed to him the mystery about the camel. If, on the other
hand, she is in paradise, she again drinks the water and you are going,
for lack of water, to dry up in the midst of the delights of paradise.
And if you will desire (to drink) wine from the nearby flowing river,
since there will be no water (because the camel has drunk it all), drinking
of it without an end you will burn inside you, and you will wobble
because of drunkenness, and will be asleep. With heavy head, therefore,
and after sleep, and with intoxication because of the wine you will miss
the pleasures of paradise. How, then, did your prophet not think of all
these, that they might happen to you in the paradise of delight? He
never cared (to find out) where the camel is living now; neither did you,
however, ask him about, when, out of his dreams, he was preaching to
you about the three rivers. But we assure you, definitely, that your
wonderful camel has already entered before you into the souls of asses,
where you also are going to abide, like animals. And there is the outer
darkness and everlasting hell; a roaring fire, an ever wakeful worm, and
demons of the hell”.

Muhammad, also, talks about the discourse of The Table. He says that
Christ requested from God a table, and it was given to him. Because, he
says, he told him “I have given to you and to your (companions) an
incorruptible table”.

Also the discourse of The Heifer, and several other idle tales worthy of
laughter, which, because of their number, I think that I should skip.

He made a law that they and the women be circumcised, and he com-
manded (them) neither to observe the Sabbath, nor to be baptized and,
on the one hand, to eat what is forbiden in the Law and, on the other, to
abstain from the other ones (which the law permits); he also forbade
drinking of wine altogether.
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